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	West Virginia Home Educators Association

P.O. Box 3707 ▪ Charleston, WV 25337-3707

Phone 800-736-9843

http://wvhea.org         


Superintendent Skip Hackworth

Mineral County Schools

One Baker Place

Keyser, WV 26726

Dear Mr. Hackworth:

I am a homeschool parent and a member of the Board of West Virginia Home Educators Association. Several of my fellow Board members and I have been following the news reports on Mineral County’s proposal for a homeschool instruction policy, and we have discussed the situation with two WVHEA member families in Mineral County. On behalf of WVHEA, I wish to submit the following comments on the county’s proposal. 

Based on the news reports and conversations with some of those involved in this situation, it appears that the problem with homeschoolers taking public school classes is an administrative one. The high school guidance office has difficulty distinguishing enrolled students from homeschooled students in its records since the homeschoolers are not easily slotted into a particular grade and they are not working toward a diploma. Has the county or guidance office considered using a simple code in a student’s record to indicate that a student is homeschooled? This would allow the office to easily filter out homeschoolers when creating diploma lists, lists for awards, or for any other reason. 

It is not clear what other problems the school system is attempting to resolve with this policy. What does the Board hope to accomplish by limiting homeschool students’ access to public educational resources? 

Has the Board considered the financial implications of the proposed policy? By reducing the number of classes homeschool students can take, won’t Mineral County Schools be deprived of state aid for some full-time equivalent students?  

What is the difference between taking two classes and taking three (or four) classes? How was the 50% (two-class) limit arrived at? The Times-Tribune news articles indicated that it was determined by surveying other counties’ policies. It was reported that some counties require homeschool students to enroll as full-time students in order to take one class while other counties have no restrictions on the number or type of classes a homeschool student can take. Which counties require students to enroll full-time to take one class? I personally know of three counties (Harrison, Marion, and Monongalia) that allow homeschool students to take any number of public school classes (provided, of course, that there is space and the student can perform at the required academic level). 

In its survey of counties, did the Board ask how other counties handle the record-keeping problems your high school guidance office has described?
The National Association of State Boards of Education reported that homeschool students across the country “are seeking to gain greater access to school-based programs. In addition, there is a growing awareness on the part of the school and community that the inclusion of these students serves to enhance school-community relationships.” [“Athletics and Achievement: The Report of the NASBE Commission on High School Athletics in an Era of Reform”, NASBE, 2004.] Has the Board considered what sort of atmosphere this proposed policy will foster in the community? 

To my knowledge, there has never been a question or a concern about the behavior or academic performance of a homeschool student in a Mineral County school class. These students are not requesting a diploma. They are not seeking credit for classes taken at home. They are simply asking to learn, in classes funded by the residents of Mineral County and by the State of West Virginia.

If taking public school classes furthers a homeschooled student’s education, it is difficult to understand why any true educator would begrudge the child that opportunity. 

Public education is paid for and belongs to all the people of West Virginia, not to school administrators.  The 1999 State Supreme Court of Appeals decision in Gallery noted: "…all the participants in the educational endeavors of our state are involved in a complementary effort to further the goal that every one of our state's children--whether in parochial, private, public, home-based, or other educational programs--has access to the richest possible menu of educational and developmental experiences. To further that effort, no one can dispute that the issues posed in the underlying case would be better addressed and resolved cooperatively and not confrontationally.” http://www.state.wv.us/WVSCA/DOCS/Spring99/25480.htm 

I hope the Mineral County School Board and the county’s homeschool families will take the State Supreme Court’s recommendation to heart and work together to come to a reasonable and equitable resolution in this matter.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the policy proposal.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Kocsis

West Virginia Home Educators Assn.

