WV State Museum re-opens with outstanding presentations and displays


Yesterday my girls and I visited the newly-reopened WV State Museum, in the basement of the Culture Center in Charleston. I had wondered why it was closed for remodeling for so long, but now I completely understand.

Everyone should come see this place (FREE admission!!). The walkway leads you through a series of rooms and passageways that advance you through time. (Yes, it begins in prehistory which is not consistent with fundamental beliefs about the age of the earth, but you are free to explain this discrepancy to your children.) There are many wonderful artifacts and just the right amount of explanatory information for any age but not an overwhelming amount that will turn children (or adults) off. There are also recorded messages that come on in rooms you enter, good for auditory learners, which supplement the other material. Some artifacts are reproductions, like some of the really noteworthy documents, and some are originals (like an early settler's Bible and the earliest tombstone found in WV).

The walls are painted beautifully to create scenery consistent with the room's subject matter. For instance, in the early rooms that had some of the best fossils I've ever seen, the walls were painted like forest. Each room must have taken months to paint. And trees and stars in the ceiling were added, for effect, and it is all top-notch. There was a large diorama of the New River Gorge and bridge that was breathtaking. The trees were in fall color and the work that must have been required to make each tree of the hundreds was awe-inspiring.

This is a lot like something you'd see at COSI [Center of Science and Industry, Columbus, OH] but even better, in my opinion.

Allow a good amount of time to go through this place. There is so much there and it is all interesting, even things you didn't think you were interested in. Plus upstairs there's a nice museum shop with quite a variety of WV things, including books, DVDs, T-shirts, pottery, glassware, WV foods, jewelry, toys, rocks and gems, etc. My girls and I spent about an hour and a half and want to go back and spend a whole lot more time. But the way this is done, you could spend not too much time if all your kids are young or 3 hours if your kids are older. I am quite anxious to go back and I encourage each of you to visit, too.

The Culture Center is open every day, I think, but the State Museum is closed Mondays, as I recall. The Culture Center web site http://www.wvculture.org/ has not been updated to reflect the opening of the museum in June, but the phone number is 304-558-0220 if you want to check. I did notice they will be closed for Labor Day. The Culture Center is located at 1900 Kanawha Blvd. East in the Capitol complex, just off the Capitol St. exit of I-64. You can park in the metered parking lot for visitors in the complex just off the exit ramp. [The Culture Center building hours are 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., the state archives and state museum are open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., and the State Museum Shop is open 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.]

I cannot speak highly enough of the newly remodeled museum and hope each of you will spend time there with your children and hopefully your spouses, too!

Jennie Spoor
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